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“But apparently the One neither is nor is one,
if this argument is to be trusted.”
(Plato, Parmenides 141 E)
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Introduction

This dissertation seeks to restore the doctrine of the henads to its proper
place at the center of our understanding of Proclus’ metaphysics. To do this, it
is necessary to correct two key mistakes made by modern commentators on
the henadology.

The first is the tendency to overlook unique logical and structural
characteristics of the henadic manifold setting it apart from any ontic
manifold, that is, any multiplicity of beings. Once we see that a logic really
distinct from that which applies to beings applies to supra-essential entities,
the henads will no longer seem, as they might otherwise, a mere structural
complement within the system. We shall see, in short, the work the henads
do. The whole concept of the supra-essential or “existential,” that which lies
beyond being, will therefore acquire for us true content, whereas otherwise it
might seem mere hyperbole or 6bscurantism. To arrive at a contentful
interpretation of Proclus’ key philosophical concepts is a requirement of

hermeneutic charity, and we must not allow an appearance of exoticism such






